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. . .  its  character  building  influence 
. . .  its  part  in  the  community  life 
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RECREATION 

Past — Present — Future 

San  Francisco  is  endeavoring  to  deal  with  mu- 
nicipally sponsored  public  recreation  in  an  intel- 
ligent manner  and  with  an  eye  to  the  future. 

Following  is  a  brief  recital  of  the  city's  recreational 
development  over  the  past  four  decades: 

The  necessity  for  public-sponsored  playgrounds 
and  recreation  in  San  Francisco  was  realized  in  1898. 
In  that  year  a  woman's  organization,  the  California 
Club,  established  and  supported  for  three  years  the 
first  public  playground  on  school  property  at  Bush 
and  Hyde  streets.  In  1901  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
appropriated  twelve  thousand  dollars  to  the  Board  of 
Education  to  lease  and  equip  a  playground  at  Seventh 
and  Harrison  streets  and  in  1904  a  bond  issue  of 
$740,000  was  voted  for  the  purchase  of  Father  Crow- 
ley and  the  North  Beach  Playgrounds. 

In  1907  the  Playground  Commission  was  estab- 
lished by  amendment  to  the  City  Charter.  In  succeed- 
ing years  tracts  of  land  were  purchased  and  other 
tracts  controlled  by  other  City  Departments  were 
transferred  to  the  Playground  Department. 

In  1924,  sensing  the  vital  need  for  greater  recrea- 
tion facilities  for  the  growing  city,  the  Charter  was 
amended  to  permit  the  Playground  Commission  to 
receive  from  tax  moneys  a  fixed  annual  appropriation 
of  between  five  and  seven  cents  on  each  $100.00 
assessed  property  valuation. 

Under  the  New  Charter,  effective  in  January,  1932, 
the  name  Playground  Commission  was  changed  to 
Recreation  Commission,  and  a  minimum  seven  cents 
on  each  $100.00  assessed  property  valuation  was 
fixed  as  its  annual  appropriation. 

The  Department  is  controlled  by  a  Commission  of 
7  members,  five  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  Mayor, 
two  of  whom  must  be  women,  and  who  serve  without 
compensation.  The  Superintendent  of  Schools  and 
Superintendent  of  Parks  are  members  of  the  Com- 
mission ex-officio.  Management  of  the  Department  is 
vested  in  a  Superintendent  who  holds  tenure  at  pleas- 
ure of  the  Commission.  All  other  employees  of  the 
Department,  except  part-time  workers,  are  subject 
to  Civil  Service  provisions  of  the  Charter. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  forty-five  regular 
playgrounds  and  centers,  twenty-eight  schoolyards, 
two  swimming  pools  and  nine  school  gymnasiums 
under  supervision. 

Our  city  has  seen  the  growth  of  its  Recreational 
facilities  from  a  single  schoolyard  to  eighty-five  dis- 
tinct departmental  units  with  others  in  process  of 
development.  The  Recreation  Commission  no  longer 
serves  only  children  who  come  to  play  in  sand  boxes; 
it  has  become  more  inclusive  and  now  provides  facili- 
ties for  those  of  all  ages  who  seek  recreational  outlets. 

During  the  past  seven  years  the  department  has  ex- 
pended over  half  a  million  dollars  from  its  minimum 
seven  cent  allotment  of  tax  monies  for  new  real  estate 
to  accommodate  additional  playground  and  recrea- 
tion center  facilities  in  outlying  districts. 


Hon.  Angelo  J.  Rossi 
Mayor 


Mrs.  Sigmund  Stern 
President 
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San  Francisco  has  been 
blessed  with  a  cool  stimu- 
lating climate  which  makes 
athletics  and  out-of-door 
sports  a  pleasure  and  neces- 
sity. Athletic  games  such  as 
baseball,  basketball  and  ten- 
nis require  large  level  open 
spaces  and  our  many  hills 
yield  few  such  spaces  for  the 
demands  in  the  residential 
neighborhoods. 

Faced  with  this  problem 
the  Recreation  Commission 
has  had  to  take  advantage  of 
every  available  facility  and 
has  concentrated  on  a  varied 
and  wide  choice  of  activity. 

Responsibility  lies  with  the 
Department  to  provide  ade- 
quate recreation  for  the  community  as  a  whole  in- 
cluding every  age  group  and  to  that  end  wide  diversity 
is  offered  in  recreation  programs.  There  are  leisure 
time  activities  that  should  appeal  to  every  individual 
and  further  detail  concerning  them  will  be  found  herein. 
Well  educated  and  well  trained  supervisors  and 
directors  increase  the  use  of  facilities  by  skillful 
planning  and  suggestion.  Interests  and  talents  unsus- 
pected are  given  expression  and  the  individual  finds 
satisfaction  and  happiness  in  a  fuller  life. 

The  urge  to  excel  is  inherent  in  every  child  and 
trained  play  leaders  capitalize  upon  this  natural  in- 
stinct in  their  playground  work  and  offer  the  stimu- 
lus of  competition  in  games  and  sports.  Not  only  is 
good  sportsmanship  early  inculcated  in  the  child,  but 
pride  of  accomplishment  as  well  and  these  influences 
make  themselves  felt  and  broaden  the  outlook  all 
through  life.  Adults  likewise  require  recreational  re- 
laxation and  leisure  time  activities  and  hobbies  to  ease 
the  strain  of  present  day  living,  to  give  them  poise  and 
renewed  energy  for  their  daily  tasks. 

Some  enjoy  the  contest,  theirs  the  athletic  field, 
others  music,  drama,  handicraft,  science — all  must  be 
considered.  The  Recreation  Commission  within  its 
powers  and  financial  restrictions  is  giving  to  San 
Francisco  a  yearly  program  of  interest  to  all  age 
groups.  The  climate  does  not  dictate  the  activities  as 
in  most  parts  of  the  United  States.  The  program  is 
arbitrarily  changed  and  enlivened  from  season  to 
season  by  the  Staff. 

We  extend  a  cordial  invitation  to  visit  our  Depart- 
ment. You  may  find  an  answer  to  your  problem  and 
your  experience  will  be  of  great  interest  to  us. 

Members  of  the  Recreation  Commission  are  shown  at  the 

right,  top  to  bottom:   Mr.  William  M.  Coffman,  Mr.  John 

McLaren,   Miss   Alicia   Mosgrove,   Mr.   Joseph   P.   Nourse, 

Rev.  Leo  W.  Powleson,  Mr.  William  J.  Raffetto 
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TRAINED  LEADERSHIP 

Behind  every  activity  of  the  Recreation  Department  stands  the  guiding 
hands  of  professionally  trained  leaders.  This  somewhat  intangible  quality 
is  in  part  inherent  and  partly  gained  through  intensive  study  and  wide  experience. 

A  recreation  setup  may  be  very  rich  as  a  physical  plant  such  as  well-equipped 
community  centers,  playgrounds  and  swimming  pools ;  these  features  are  very 
important  in  a  well-rounded  program  but  unless  they  are  supervised  and  directed 
by  persons  who  have  the  philosophy  of  recreation  the  objectives  will  not  be 
realized. 

Recreation  leadership  has  become  a  profession.  A  vast  body  of  literature,  both 
technical  and  for  the  layman,  has  been  written.  The  fast  pace  of  modern  living 
with  the  many  complexities  which  it  has  brought  about  has  created  problems 
which  were  unknown  a  few  years  ago.  The  minds  of  individuals  of  all  ages  must 
be  directed  into  healthy  channels  during  their  free  hours.  Recreation  Leaders 
the  country  over  noticing  this,  are  directing  their  programs  to  this  aim. 

While  it  is  true  the  colleges  and  universities  each  year  are  giving  more  ade- 
quate training  to  recreation  leaders,  it  is  equally  true  that  as  a  profession  recrea- 
tion leaders  face  the  necessity  of  continuous  training  by  staff  members  while  in 
service.  Professional  growth  in  a  marked  degree  inevitably  results  from  carefully 
organized  and  wisely  guided  committee  work.  This  is  accomplished  by  the  direc- 
tors' meetings,  the  training  courses  and  the  development  of  a  directors'  hand- 
book with  its  rich  opportunity  for  work  in  the  field  of  program  planning  and 
leadership. 

Conferences — local,  district  and  regional,  are  sources  for  professional  growth 
and  inspiration.  Continuous  reading  and  study  of  recreational  publications 
afford  opportunity  for  development. 

The  Recreation  Training  Institute  held  in  San  Francisco  in  March,  1938,  was 
conducted  by  the  National  Recreation  Association,  in  collaboration  with  the 
Recreation  Commission.  The  purpose  was  to  present  new  interpretations  of 
objectives  in  recreation ;  to  establish  high  standards  of  execution  in  leisure  time 
guidance ;  to  introduce  a  fresh  viewpoint  in  recreation  workers  and  to  help  them 
increase  their  skills  in  conducting  activities. 

The  leader  today  is  no  longer  a  person  who  gives  out  a  bat  and  ball  or  arranges 
for  an  orchestra  to  entertain  at  a  community  social.  The  scope  of  this  work  has 
widened  with  the  broadening  of  the  philosophy  of  recreation. 


Miss  Randall  has  served  in  the  capacity 
of  Superintendent  of  Recreation  since 
1926  and  under  her  able  direction  and 
management  the  Department  has  seen 
phenominal  growth  and  expansion 
of  activities. 
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Miss  Josephine  D.  Randall 


MUNICIPAL   RECREATION 


The  idea  of  Recreation  leadership  is  no  longer  confined  to  supervised  play  of 
children  on  playgrounds.  Although  a  good  portion  of  the  Department's  work 
deals  with  this  activity,  there  are  also  provisions  made  for  creative  study  and 
technical  work.  In  addition,  the  scope  of  leadership  has  been  enlarged  and 
widened  to  include,  through  adult  recreation,  the  interests  of  older  age  groups. 

The  core  of  municipal  recreation  in  San  Francisco  is  its  playgrounds.  Because 
of  its  independent  character,  larger  and  more  diversified  areas,  and  longer  play- 
ground hours,  the  program  of  the  municipal  playground  is  richer  and  more 
varied.  Facilities  and  activities  are  extended  to  patrons  of  all  ages. 

San  Francisco  playgrounds  conduct  outdoor  recreational  activities  the  year 
round.  Regulation  baseball  games  are  played  on  the  city  diamonds  to  large  and 
enthusiastic  audiences.  Saturdays  and  Sundays  find  the  larger  playgrounds  the 
center  for  baseball  adherents,  both  for  spectators  and  participants.  Basketball 
courts  are  provided  for  and  used  in  informal  and  league  games  on  practically  all 
grounds,  and  at  night  in  school  gymnasiums. 

For  those  interested  in  tennis  the  department  provides  facilities.  Volleyball 
and  Softball  number  among  their  enthusiasts  hundreds  of  young  and  middle- 
aged  persons.  The  annual  Recreation  Department  track  meet,  for  inter-play- 
ground participants  supplements  the  many  informal  district  and  individual 
playground  activities  of  this  type. 

These  games  and  contests  provide  a  recreation  outlet  for  those  interested  in 
athletics. 

The  Christmas  Program  provides  entertainment  each  December  for  the 
children  who  are  interested  in  pageants  and  tableaux.  This  annual  affair  includes 
drama,  dancing,  music  and  singing  in  its  program.  In  May  the  outdoor  Spring 
Festival  at  the  Sigmund  Stern  Recreation  Grove  is  held.  Amidst  outdoor  sur- 
roundings, the  spirit  of  Spring  is  portrayed  by  pageantry  and  music. 

In  the  various  community  center  buildings,  clubs  and  groups  meet  the  year 
round  for  play  and  study.  At  the  Hayes  Valley  Recreation  Center,  for  example, 
boys  gather  in  weekly  groups  to  study  photography,  printing  and  crafts.  Indoor 
basketball  and  volley  ball  courts  handle  indoor  recreational  athletics. 

Directors  supervise  social  groups  where  young  men  and  women  gather  in  their 
various  clubs  for  recreation  through  hobbies  and  socials. 

The  Junior  Recreation  Museum  located  at  600  Ocean  Avenue,  affords  splen- 
did opportunities  to  the  youth  who  is  interested  in  the  various  arts  and  crafts. 
Akin  to  the  activities  of  the  Junior  Museum  in  teaching  children  a  love  and  an 
appreciation  of  nature  is  the  gardening  project. 

Children  gather  in  district  centers  for  toy  symphonies,  small  orchestras, 
bands,  glee  clubs  and  choirs.  The  department  offers  both  adults  and  children  a 
series  of  mid-summer  musicals  each  Sunday  afternoon  at  the  Sigmund  Stern 
Recreation  Grove. 

Drama  is  another  activity  which  has  proven  popular.  One  of  the  most  exciting 
moments  for  boys  and  girls,  especially  during  the  vacation  period,  is  the  appear- 
ance on  the  playground  of  "Joe  Michaelangelo"  and  his  troup  of  marionettes. 
Dancing  classes  have  been  organized  and  have  performed  to  large  and  interested 
audiences. 

Our  swimming  pools  provide  swimming  instruction  and  a  great  deal  of  fun 
for  the  children  during  their  summer  vacations. 
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RECREATION 


Many  phases  of  recreation  are  depicted  on 
these  pages.  While  they  are  representative, 
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ACTIVITIES 

they  are  by  no  means  inclusive.  A  great  many 

other  recreation  activities  form  a  part  of  the 

regular  departmental  program. 
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TYPICAL  SAN  FRANCISCO 

fflHERE  are  various  types  of  playgrounds  over 
*  which  the  Recreation  Department  has  jurisdic- 
tion, the  largest,  or  Class  A  type,  is  exemplified  by 
such  grounds  as  Glen  Park  and  Funston,  the  acreage 
of  which  runs  from  five  to  ten  acres.  Here  are  located 
fields  for  baseball  and  bleachers  which  are  protected 
for  spectators;  soccer  areas,  adult  hockey,  tennis 
courts,  handball,  putting  greens,  driving  courses, 
children's  gardens  and  small  play  areas  and  appa- 
ratus. On  the  grounds  are  located  the  Community 
Centers  which  house  gymnasiums,  little  theaters  and 
club  rooms.  Fenced  and  sheltered  areas  for  mothers 
and  small  children  are  set  off  from  the  athletic  areas. 
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The  Class  B  type,  acreage  one  to  five  acres,  are 
those  with  large  grounds,  but  no  community  center 
buildings.  The  fields  on  these  grounds  can  be  used  for 
Softball,  soccer  and  touch  tackle.  There  is,  of  course, 
the  other  usual  playground  apparatus  and  equipment 
such  as  tennis  and  basketball  courts,  and  climbing 
equipment.  These  grounds  are  used  by  neighborhood 
schools  for  their  regular  physical  educational  work. 
In  this  category  fall  such  grounds  as  Hamilton  and 
Margaret  S.  Hayward. 

Class  C  type,  acreage  one  to  three  acres,  are  those 
which  have  a  clubhouse  and  a  smaller  ground  area, 
one  tennis  court,  and  volley  ball  and  basketball  ap- 
paratus and  equipment.  Cabrillo,  Rochambeau  are 
examples  of  this  type. 


Typical 
Playground 
Building  Units 


RECREATION  UNITS 
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The  schoolyard  playgrounds  also  come  under 
jurisdiction  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
Department.  At  these  grounds  play  is  directed  after 
school  hours  and  during  vacation  periods  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  school  department. 

There  are  several  miscellaneous  groups.  The  Cle- 
ment, Richmond  and  Noe  Valley  Tennis  Courts,  the 
swimming  pools,  the  drama  workshop,  all  furnish 
much  needed  diversified  recreation.  The  Dolores 
Horseshoe  Courts  provide  an  interest  for  those  who 
follow  this  line  of  recreation. 

In  the  heart  of  San  Francisco's  picturesque  China- 
town is  situated  the  Chinese  Playground  in  an  atmos- 
phere decidedly  oriental.  The  district  is  a  congested 
one  and  this  playground  is  most  popular.  Basketball 
and  other  court  areas  are  available  and  recently  in- 
stalled floodlights  make  possible  evening  activities 
which  has  meant  much  to  the  district. 

Several  playgrounds  are  floodlighted  for  use  at 
night.  Margaret  S.  Hayward,  where  scores  of  softball 
enthusiasts  gather  each  evening  to  play  or  cheer  for 
their  teams,  has  an  acreage  of  four  acres.  At  Folsom 
and  Mission  Playgrounds  there  are  also  lighted  fields. 
The  Board  of  Education  allows  use  of  nine  gymna- 
siums at  night. 

At  the  Sigmund  Stern  Recreation  Grove  there  are 
gardens,  picnic  areas,  bowling  greens,  croquet  fields, 
equestrian  paths,  barbecue  pits,  archery  lanes  and 
amphitheatre.  The  building  provides  space  for  socials 
and  meetings. 
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INDUSTRIAL  RECREATION 

With  the  advent  of  the  depression  recreation  departments  throughout  the  country 
were  confronted  with  the  problem  of  providing  recreation  for  employees  whose 
hours  had  been  shortened,  and  for  those  less  fortunate  who  found  themselves  without 
employment.  With  this  in  mind,  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  Department  decided  to 
include  industrial  recreation  in  its  already  extensive  program. 

The  Industrial  Division  was  established  by  the  Recreation  Commission  in  1935. 
The  object  of  the  division  was  to  provide  employees  of  industrial  firms  with  inter-firm 
and  intra-firm  recreational  activities. 

The  administration  of  this  division  is  centralized  in  a  board  of  fifteen  (IS)  directors 
elected  annually  from  the  board  of  representatives.  The  board  of  representatives  is 
comprised  of  one  man  and  one  woman  from  each  member  firm  and  they  serve  as  the 
connecting  link  between  their  firm  and  the  San  Francisco  Recreation  Department. 

In  a  sense  they  are  "ambassadors"  of  recreation  within  their  firms  and  the  amount 
of  interest  stimulated  in  the  firm  is  due  in  most  part  to  these  "ambassadors." 

Among  the  activities  of  the  Industrial  Division  are  softball,  horseshoes,  basketball, 
tennis,  bowling,  golf,  table  tennis,  volleyball,  baseball  and  swimming.  Annual  cham- 
pionships within  each  sport,  and  in  many  cases  in  divisions  within  the  sport,  are 
determined  by  tournament  play. 
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SELF-EXPRESSION 

Drama — Dance — Music 

It  is  recognized  that  it  is  not  enough  to  provide 
mere  entertainment  for  the  individual — he  must  be 
encouraged  to  participate  actively.  He  must  express 
his  individuality.  With  this  fundamental  principal  in 
mind  the  Recreation  Commission  has  encouraged  self- 
expression  through  the  drama,  dance,  puppetry,  glee 
clubs,  handicrafts  and  symphony.  Opportunities  are 
presented  and  only  the  individual's  interests  dictate 
his  choice. 

Attendance  at  musical  and  dramatic  programs  in 
San  Francisco  has  by  tradition  always  been  large.  The 
interest  of  our  citizens  has  continuously  lain  in  fur- 
thering activities  of  this  kind  in  our  city.  It  has  thus 
been  inevitable  that  the  Department  has  kept  pace 
with  these  interests  by  developing  the  music  and 
drama  departments  of  the  San  Francisco  Recreation 
Commission  to  meet  the  desires  of  our  citizenry. 

Dancing  from  a  recreational  standpoint,  has  be- 
come universal.  It  plays  an  important  part  in  physical 
development  as  it  not  only  produces  a  better  posture, 
a  stronger  and  more  beautiful  body,  but  it  exhilarates 
the  mind  as  well,  developing  self-confidence  and  poise. 
The  department  provides  a  cultural  dance  program 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  various  age  groups, 
beginning  with  singing  games  and  simple  rhythmics 
for  pre-school  age  children,  developing  into  simple 
folk  dancing  and  interest  in  folk  lore.  Then  more  diffi- 
cult folk  dances  are  given  with  more  detail  of  back- 
ground. These  are  followed  by  still  more  difficult 
group  and  figure  dances  and  finally  by  a  study  of  the 
classic  dance. 

Handicraft  has  become  a  rich  field  for  creative  ex- 
pression in  playground  activity.  This  activity  is  one 
which  can  lay  the  basis  for  future  interest  and  skill  in 
creative  expression  as  a  hobby,  in  the  home  and  in 
later  years.  Among  some  of  the  handicraft  work  con- 
ducted in  the  department  are  classes  in  wood  carving, 
projects  in  which  cloth,  paper,  rubber,  metal,  cellu- 
loid, paints,  wax  and  leather  are  used.  The  Hobby 
Show  was  held  in  November  at  the  San  Francisco 
Museum  of  Art  where  sixty-five  individuals  and 
groups  exhibited  their  hobbies. 

The  drama  department  includes  three  types  of 
groups;  story  dramatization,  plays  and  puppetry. 
Small  children  are  told  a  story  and  they,  in  turn, 
dramatize  it  with  their  own  dialogue  as  they  proceed. 
Puppetry  is  offered  for  both  children  and  adults. 
Stages  are  portable  and  there  is  available  a  puppet 
show  trailer  which  tours  the  city. 
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Story  Telling 
Puppetry 
Pageantry 
Dramatics 

Excellent  mediums 
of  self  expression 
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Community  Events 

Modern  day  recreation  is  not 
confined  to  stereotyped  activities. 
Any  means  for  the  pleasant  and 
profitable  utilization  of  leisure  time 
is  recreation  in  its  true  sense. 

Many  community  events  and  sea- 
sonal activities  are  conducted  by  the 
Department  for  large  and  small 
groups: 
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Seasonal  Activities 

Spring  Festivals 
May  Fetes 
Christmas  Pageants 
Tableaux 
Museum  Exhibits 
Dance  Carnivals 
Puppet  Shows 
Outdoor  Musicals 
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Training  in  the  fundamentals  of  music 
and  rhythm  and  inculcating  an  apprecia- 
tion of  good  music  are  increasingly  im- 
portant phases  of  the  well-rounded 
recreation  program 


MUSIC 

The  music  department  gives  much  atten- 
tion to  the  organization  and  training  of 
singing  groups.  There  are  junior  choral  and 
intermediate  choral  groups,  a  girls'  choir,  a 
mothers'  glee  club,  the  adult  chorus,  and 
mixed  boys'  and  girls'  high  school  choral 
club. 

The  toy  symphonies  have  proven  to  be 
very  popular.  Here  the  aim  has  been  not  only 
to  amuse  the  younger  playground  child  but 
to  teach  him  some  things  of  value  that  he 
may  carry  into  his  later  musical  life.  This  in- 
cludes first  a  sense  of  rhythm,  musical  form, 
expression,  and  ability  to  listen  for  musical 
themes.  During  the  winter  months,  har- 
monica bands  and  small  orchestral  groups 
meet  for  this  form  of  musical  recreation. 
Other  activities. of  the  music  department  in- 
clude the  Junior  Civic  Symphony.  Through 
the  media  of  music  the  participant  gains  edu- 
cational value  in  rhythm,  interpretation,  and 
ensemble  experience.  The  music  department 
conducts  its  program  with  the  following 
ideals  in  mind: 

( 1 )  To  provide  an  opportunity  for  musi- 
cal self-expression  for  every  playground 
child. 

(2)  To  encourage  an  acquaintance  with 
good  music  that  will  be  a  lasting  joy  for 
every  child,  youth  or  adult. 
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JUNIOR   MUSEUM 

The  purpose  of  the  Junior  Recreation  Museum  is  to  give  young  people  the 
opportunity  of  participating  in  nature  study  and  handicraft  activities. 
Boys  and  girls  are  organized  into  clubs  rather  than  classes,  and  members  of  the 
staff  guide  rather  than  teach.  Children  are  allowed  to  visit  or  participate  in  any 
activity,  and  to  come  and  go  as  they  wish. 

Nature  activities  consist  of  the  study  of  birds,  plants,  reptiles,  insects  and 
minerals.  The  children  are  shown  the  proper  methods  of  collecting,  mounting 
and  classifying  material — also  caring  for  live  specimens  in  terrariums  and 
aquariums.  The  Museum  maintains  exhibits  of  subjects  to  be  studied,  and  a 
small  library  of  books  and  magazines.  Interesting  and  exciting  field  trips  are 
conducted  in  San  Francisco  City  and  County  and  the  Peninsula,  and  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences,  Zoo,  Aquarium  and  Museum.  The  method  of  study  fol- 
lowed is  to  investigate  first  the  immediate  environment,  the  peninsula  of  San 
Francisco.  Later  the  study  of  geologic  formations,  flora  and  fauna  extends  to 
the  surrounding  country. 

Handicraft  activities  consist  of  plaster,  clay  modeling,  basket  weaving,  wood 
and  metal  work.  The  children  are  encouraged  to  make  their  own  collecting  and 
mounting  equipment,  such  as  nets,  plant  presses,  mounting  boards  and  Riker 
mounts.  They  build  bird  houses,  feeding  tables,  terrariums  and  aquariums. 

The  model  airplane  building  activities  are  very  popular  with  the  boys,  who 
are  taught  not  only  to  build  airplanes  but  to  fly  them  as  well.  This  requires  skill 
and  knowledge  of  aerodynamics  which  any  boy  may  acquire  by  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Recreation  Model  Airplane  Club,  or  by  visiting  the  model  department 
regularly.  Model  railroad  and  boat  building  are  included  in  this  department. 

Five  hundred  children  participate  weekly  in  nature  study  and  handicraft 
classes  and  200  others  come  to  view  the  exhibits.  A  Science  Fair  was  conducted 
for  a  six  weeks'  period  and  gave  the  children  an  opportunity  to  display  their 
year's  work.  It  is  planned  to  make  this  an  annual  affair. 

The  policies  of  the  Museum  are  determined  by  an  Advisory  Committee  com- 
posed of  scientists  interested  in  the  work.  Seven  private  citizens  confer  with  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Department,  advancing  its  interest,  enlarging  its  collec- 
tions, increasing  its  equipment  and  broadening  the  scope  of  its  educational 
opportunities. 

In  the  playground  garden  clubs  the  children  are  taught  how  to  make  the  most 
of  the  space  available  for  a  garden,  how  to  treat  the  soil,  how  to  landscape  it  to 
obtain  the  greatest  beauty  in  design,  use  of  correct  colors,  the  flowers  and  shrubs 
for  a  particular  exposure,  how  to  make  colorful  garden  sticks  and  trellises 
and  the  use  of  rocks.  They  are  taught  how  to  plant  seeds  and  their  care  as  they 
develop  and  to  make  cuttings  of  trees  and  shrubs.  Flower  arrangement,  color 
study  and  miniature  gardens  are  studied. 

San  Francisco  climate  lends  itself  readily  to  this  amateur  gardening  and 
some  remarkable  results  are  being  obtained.  Not  only  are  our  playgrounds  being 
beautified  by  these  delightful  small  gardens,  but  an  example  is  being  set  for  the 
various  communities  that  is  rapidly  showing  results  in  improved  neighborhood 
appearance. 
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MUSEUM 

pn  he  Junior  Recreation  Museum 
■*•  is  opening  new  vistas  to  growing 
minds  and  establishing  worth  while 
interests  that  will  make  their  influ- 
ence felt  all  through  life. 

Here  the  child  finds  things  to  do 
for  which  he  has  some  natural  inclina- 
tion or  aptitude.  There  are  no  fixed 
classes  as  in  the  school-room;  how- 
ever, supervision  and  instruction  are 
available  for  the  guidance  of  young 
museum  workers. 

Many  interesting  exploration  trips 
are  conducted  by  the  Museum.  Vari- 
ous specimens  are  collected,  mounted 
and  catalogued  and  many  excellent 
collections  of  ores,  butterflies  and  in- 
sects, botanical  and  other  specimens 


ACTIVITIES 
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gathered  by  the  children  are  perma- 
nently housed  in  the  Museum  as  pub- 
lic exhibits. 

The  enthusiasm  with  which  new 
and  unusual  opportunities  for  learn- 
ing new  skills  are  embraced  by  these 
eager  children  is  proof  enough  that 
the  Museum  has  a  definite  and  worth 
while  part  in  the  modern  recreation 
program. 

A  few  of  the  more  popular  Museum 
activities  include:  Model  Building — 
Airplanes,  Ships, Trains,  etc.;  Handi- 
craft and  Sculpture;  Gardening; 
Aquariums;  Printing;  Geology;  Bas- 
ketry; Philately;  Bird  Lore;  Botany; 
Biology;  Mineralogy;  Nature  Study. 


* 


o  o 

<    h-    cj 

£  o  *' 

c  c   H 


r1    s    ^ 


w    Q   o    ~ 


«    > 


w  o    3   o 

M  >     *d     EG 

>  a 

•H  r 


VISUAL   RECREATION 


Visual  Recreation  consists  of  an  educational  picture 
program  of  recreational  subjects.  It  has  been  found  that 
Recreation  motion  pictures  are  the  most  informative  and  effec- 
tive means  of  presenting  the  subjects  of  modern  recreation 
before  child  and  adult  groups.  It  is  publicity  presented  in  the 
modern  medium. 

The  two  activities  which  greatly  influenced  the  develop- 
ment of  Visual  Recreation  were  those  of  the  Camera  Clubs 
and  the  motion  picture  interest  of  the  Mountaineers'  Club. 

The  Camera  Clubs  are  interested  in  the  art  of  developing, 
printing  and  enlarging  pictures.  Their  programs  include  regu- 
lar lecture  and  laboratory  meetings  and  special  monthly  fea- 
tures. They  also  manage  the  motion  picture  shows  of  both 
homemade  and  rental  films. 

The  Mountaineers'  Club  was  the  outing  organization  that 
made  regular  weekly  and  weekend  trips  to  the  interesting 
country  around  San  Francisco.  Once  a  year  it  featured  an 
annual  pack  trip  into  the  High  Sierra.  Since  the  out-of-door 
hobby  is  closely  associated  with  that  of  taking  pictures,  the 
Camera  Clubs  and  the  Mountaineers'  Club  combined  their 
trips  on  many  occasions  to  produce  some  excellent  motion 
pictures. 

One  motion  picture  produced  by  the  Visual  Recreation  unit 
informs  the  people  of  our  city  as  to  what  is  going  on  in  our 
Recreation  Department.  There  is  one  series  featuring  beauti- 
ful marionette  and  puppet  shows.  Another  series  shows  life- 
saving,  swimming  exhibitions  and  water  stunts  in  our  swim- 
ming pools. 

The  next  series  shows  some  of  our  music  and  drama  activi- 
ties. The  pageants  and  color  costumes  are  in  Kodachrome. 
The  garden  projects  are  depicted  by  another  series  of  pictures. 
In  these  the  children  are  cultivating  the  ground,  planting  the 
seeds  and  caring  for  the  flowers.  This  series  also  illustrates 
classes  in  flower  arrangements  and  table  decorations.  Another 
series  shows  the  children  working  in  the  Junior  Museum  on 
such  activities  as  building  models  of  planes,  trains,  ships, 
forts,  mounting  and  preparing  natural  history  specimens,  and 
caring  for  the  animals  in  the  life  science  room.  The  activities 
of  the  Natural  History  Society,  the  "Bug  Club,"  and  wild 
flower  study  groups  are  also  subjects  about  which  the  Visual 
Recreation  unit  has  developed  pictures. 

Other  children's  activities  in  the  general  recreation  series 
show  children  displaying  their  interesting  dogs,  cats,  ducks, 
and  monkeys  at  pet  shows,  and  children  engaged  in  Hallow- 
e'en parties,  Easter  egg  hunts,  and  Christmas  programs. 

The  response  by  the  general  public  to  this  type  of  informa- 
tion has  been  very  enthusiastic.  In  1938,  100,000  persons  at- 
tended programs  arranged  by  the  Visual  Recreation  unit  of 
the  Department. 

Visual  Recreation — the  animated  record  of  every  phase  of 
recreation  and  a  visual  invitation  to  participation. 


DIRECTORS-  AT-LARGE 


The  Directors-at-Large  of  the  San  Francisco 
Recreation  Department,  as  the  name  implies, 
work  at-large  in  particular  districts  of  the  city 
which  are  assigned  to  them.  Unrestricted  by  the 
responsibilities  of  supervising  or  directing  the  ac- 
tivities at  a  particular  recreation  center,  they  move 
freely  through  their  areas  and  refer  individual 
boys  and  groups  of  boys  to  the  various  public  and 
private  recreation  centers  in  the  vicinity. 

By  cooperating  with  all  of  the  community  units 
which  work  with  children,  the  Director-at-Large 
makes  available  to  the  workers  in  these  units  his 
specialized  knowledge  and  assistance  for  the  chil- 
dren who  are  in  need  of  specialized  guidance  dur- 
ing their  leisure  time.  Because  of  his  complete 
knowledge  of  all  recreational  facilities  and  pro- 
grams within  his  district  he  is  specially  qualified  to 
select  the  best  leisure  time  program  adaptable  to 
the  individuals  referred  to  him.  Upon  his  ability 
to  properly  do  this  depends  the  success  of  this 
utilization  of  recreation  as  an  effective  weapon 
against  subversive  use  of  leisure. 

The  Director-at-Large  must  naturally  be  so- 
cially minded,  must  have  an  understanding  of  the 
problems  and  behavior  of  young  people,  and  have 
wide  experience  in  recreational  work.  He  must 
know  the  people  of  his  district,  their  social  habits 
and  economic  status;  and  discover  as  far  as  pos- 
sible the  subversive  influences  in  the  vicinity. 

He  must  be  acquainted  with  the  functions  of, 
and  cooperate  with  the  various  child  welfare 
agencies  since  he,  through  recreation  is  to  assist 
them  in  the  prevention  and  cure  of  juvenile  delin- 
quency. The  agencies  with  which  he  works  include 
the  Juvenile  Court,  Diagnostic  School,  Police  De- 
partment, Children's  Protective  Society,  Social 
Service  Division  of  the  Relief  Administration, 
Visiting  Nurses  Unit  of  the  Health  Department, 
Public  Dance  Hall  Supervisors,  the  Foster  Home 
Bureaus  of  the  Community  Chest,  and  the  Schools 
in  his  district. 

This  plan  had  its  inception  in  the  fall  of  1930 
and  has  been  supplemented  from  time  to  time.  The 
manner  of  its  functioning  and  some  of  the  results 
obtained  are  outlined  in  more  detail  in  the  follow- 
ing pages. 

October,  1930,  saw  the  establishment  in  the  San 
Francisco  Recreation  Department  of  a  plan  which 
has  been  commented  on  by  national  authorities  as 
being  unique.  ...  "A  new  practical  and  sensible. 


approach  to  a  youth  problem".  .  ."A  constructive 
advance  in  supervised  recreation  technique." 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  Chief  of  Police,  who 
pointed  out  that  a  certain  district  in  San  Francisco 
was  the  center  of  juvenile  delinquency,  the  Recre- 
ation Commission  instituted  a  survey  to  discover 
the  cause  of  this  situation  and  to  formulate  and 
study  proposals  for  its  alleviation,  resulting  in  the 
assignment  of  a  Director-at-Large  to  each  of  the 
six  city  districts. 

In  order  to  better  solve  the  problems  of  juvenile 
delinquency  which  arise  in  his  district,  the  Direc- 
tor-at-Large familiarizes  himself  with  home  en- 
vironments. He  makes  clear  to  the  parents  just 
what  he  is  trying  to  do  and  endeavors  to  secure 
their  cooperation.  He  also  tries  to  establish  an 
understanding  between  the  child  and  the  parents, 
pointing  out  just  what  they  can  do  in  order  to  help 
solve  the  problem. 

When  first  taking  over  an  area  the  Director-at- 
Large,  by  using  every  source  available,  gathers  all 
information:  first,  on  the  people  of  his  district; 
second,  on  the  community  resources  and  their 
functions;  and  third,  on  the  subversive  influence 
affecting  children.  He  is  then  in  a  position  to  in- 
telligently engage  in  the  most  important  phase  of 
his  work,  to  see  the  individuals  and  groups  of  boys 
urgently  in  need  of  guidance. 

The  excitement  which  boy  gangs  often  enjoy 
through  unlawful  activities  can  be  zestfully  fur- 
nished to  the  identical  group  through  participation 
in  activities  on  the  ball  field,  the  basketball  court, 
the  boxing  ring  and  the  many  other  outlets  for  boy- 
hood energy  which  the  Directors-at-Large  use. 
Thus  the  same  gang  which  the  Director-at-Large 
discovers  through  investigation  in  his  district,  is 
made  the  nucleus  of  a  group  engaged  in  satisfying 
and  stimulating  leisure  time  pursuits. 

Independently,  as  well  as  through  the  school 
principals,  the  child  welfare  agency  workers,  the 
police  officers,  the  Juvenile  Court  probation  offi- 
cers, the  Director-at-Large  comes  in  contact  with 
individual  boys  who  need  the  type  of  guidance 
which  he  offers.  Social  maladjustment  early  dis- 
cerned can  frequently  be  righted.  A  normal  place, 
in  a  normal  group,  pursuing  normal  activities  is 
the  combination  toward  which  the  boy  is  guided. 

A  statement  quoted  from  a  letter  written  by  the 
Jate  Dr.  Herman  Adler,  former  Professor  of  Psy- 
( Continued  on  next  page) 


DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE 

Continued 

chiatry  of  the  University  of  California,  Berkeley, 
California,  on  the  work  of  the  Director-at-Large 
in  San  Francisco,  is  illuminating. 

"A  program,  such  as  your  enthusiastic  workers 
have  carried  out,  does  something  more  than  to 
provide  play  and  leisure  time  occupations  for 
the  boys  of  the  community.  It  often  brings  to  a 
boy  or  young  man  the  first  intimation  that  it 
might  be  more  fun  to  do  something  which  is 
legitimate,  and  from  which  he  can  get  just  as 
great  a  thrill  as  from  the  surreptitious  and  out- 
lawed activities  of  the  delinquent  and  the  crimi- 
nal. By  developing  the  tastes  and  aesthetic 
values  in  social  behavior  you  are  taking  a  long 
step  toward  making  the  boys  and  young  men 
feel  that  they  belong  to  the  community,  that 
they  have  a  stake  in  it,  and  that  what  affects  it 
affects  them.  There  is  nothing  which  can  do 
more  toward  giving  a  boy  a  sense  of  security 
than  the  feeling  that  he  belongs  to  a  good  gang, 
to  a  good  town,  and  to  a  great  nation." 

Recognizing  the  value  of  this  council  work,  the 
1939-40  Municipal  Budget  was  made  to  include 
this  body  as  a  regular  city  department,  hereafter 
to  be  financed  through  municipal  funds. 


In  1930,  after  careful  study  of  a  district  in  San 
Francisco  which  was  pronounced  a  serious  de- 
linquency area,  it  was  recommended  that  a  Co- 
ordinating Council  be  organized,  composed  of  the 
executives  of  the  four  Municipal  Departments 
interested  in  the  Welfare  of  Children,  the  School 
Department,  Recreation  Department,  Police  De- 
partment and  the  Juvenile  Court.  Both  the  study 
and  the  recommendations  were  made  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Recreation  Department. 

Its  purpose  was  to  further  the  cooperation  and 
coordination  among  the  Public  Departments  and 
between  the  Public  Departments  and  Social  Agen- 
cies in  a  more  effective  program  for  the  youth  of 
San  Francisco. 

The  present  Executive  Council  is  composed  of 
the  heads  of  the  following  groups:  Recreation, 
School,  Police,  Juvenile  Court,  Welfare,  Public 
Dance  Hall  Committee,  and  three  representatives 
of  Community  Chest  agencies  interested  in  child 
welfare. 

Ten  District  Councils  are  actively  functioning 
in  Bayview,  Central,  Ellis-Polk,  Ingleside-Tara- 
val,  Mission,  North  End,  Potrero,  Richmond, 
Southern  and  Stanyan  districts. 


Sources  Through  Which  Cases  of 

Delinquency   Are   Brought 

To  Attention 

Public  Dance  Hall  Supervisors 

Relief  Investigators 

School  Principals 

Policemen 

Juvenile  Court  Probation  Officers 

County  Welfare  Visitors 

Playground  Directors 

Visiting  Nurses 


Methods  Of  Approach 

By  Recreation  Department 

Directors-At-Large 

PART  I 

I.  Establish  a  Harmonious  Relationship  by:  Per- 
sonal interviews  with  child  outside  of  the  office 
if  possible. 

a.  Discussion  of  common  interests  or  experi- 
ence, talks  about  outstanding  athletes,  spe- 
cific sports,  events  of  the  day. 

b.  Speak  in  his  language,  reach  his  level  of  un- 
derstanding, and  speak  in  his  terms. 

c.  Let  child  talk  freely;  make  him  feel  that  you 
believe  in  him. 

d.  Do   something   together — automobile  ride,  I 
watching  football  practice,  play  a  game  of  j 
basketball,  sketch  a  landscape,  work  in  the  9 
playground  garden,  visit  the  Junior  Museum, 
the  Zoo,  the  Art  Gallery,  the  swimming  pool, 
fishing  launch. 


II.  Observations  Made  Through  Conversation  and 
Activities  Undertaken  Together: 

a.  Apparent  physical  deformities,  muscular 
coordination. 

b.  His  recreation,  chief  activities,  interests, 
allowances  for  recreation. 

c.  Attitude  and  reactions  toward  parents, 
brother  and  sisters,  school,  teachers,  play- 
ground, gang,  club. 

d.  Work  history,  amount  and  use  of  earnings, 
attitude  toward  work,  interest  in  vocations. 

e.  Adjustment  in  situation  and  in  activities 
undertaken. 

f.  Friends  and  companions — how  does  he  get 
along  with  them?  Are  they  welcome  in  his 
home?  What  is  the  family's  attitude. 

g.  Interest  in  girls,  dances,  parties  in  the  play- 
ground and  out  of  playground. 

h.  Favorite  subjects  in  school. 

i.  Personality  traits  and  habits — showoff,  over- 
active, timid,  speech  defects,  neatness,  sensi- 
tivity, frankness,  temper  tantrums,  excessive 
imagination,  enthusiasm,  initiative,  leader- 
ship, poise. 

j.  Environmental  background  of  child  and  rec- 
reation experiences. 

III.  Child's  Own  Statement  of  the  Problem: 

a.  Child's  full  explanation  of  his  problems. 

b.  Motives  for  the  act. 

c.  His  plan  for  adjustment  and  solution. 

PART  II 

IV.  Interpretation  and  Evaluation  in  the  Light  of 
the  Problem. 

V.  Combined  Tentative  Plan  of  the  Individual  and 

the  Director. 
VI.  Placement. 
VII.  Follow  Up. 


Activities  Offered  By 

Leisure-Time  Guidance  of 

Directors-At-Large 

Catholic  Youth  Organization 

Tournaments  and  Leagues 

Playgrounds 

Community  Centers 

National  Guard 

Athletic  Teams 

Camera  Clubs 

Boys'  Clubs 

Y  M.  C.  A. 

Denominational  Clubs 

Summer  Camps 

Handicraft  Clubs 

Swimming  Clubs 

Boy  Scout  Troops 

Social  Clubs 

Hiking  Clubs 


CAMPING 


In  1924,  a  municipal  camp  was  estab- 
lished in  Tuolumne  County,  1 74  miles 
from  San  Francisco.  The  purpose  of  the 
camp  was  to  furnish  ample  accommoda- 
tions with  plain  food  and  an  interesting 
program  of  activities  at  a  moderate  cost. 
Behind  the  establishment  of  the  summer 
camp  was  the  aim  to  acquaint  city  dwellers 
with  the  beauties  and  joys  of  the  great  out- 
doors at  no  great  expense  and  to  provide 
a  respite  from  everyday  cares  in  a  sur- 
rounding of  majestic  mountains. 

The  camp  lies  in  the  heart  of  the  scenic 
and  interesting  country  of  the  Sierra.  It  is 
situated  at  Mather  on  the  rim  of  the  Tu- 
olumne County  gorge  (an  elevation  of 
4,500  feet)  in  mountain  meadow  land  and 
groves  of  towering  pine.  It  is  thirty  miles 
from  the  world-famed  Yosemite  Valley, 
into  which  a  trip  during  the  day  is  readily 
accomplished.  Nine  miles  from  the  camp 
is  the  O'Shaughnessy  Dam,  holding  Hetch 
Hetchy  Reservoir,  the  source  of  San  Fran- 
cisco's water  supply.  Many  cliffs  of  per- 
pendicular rock  enclose  the  7-mile  lake. 

For  the  experienced  swimmer  at  the 
camp  there  is  Birch  Lake  which  is  about  %. 
mile  in  circumference  and  is  always  the 
center  of  activity.  Sunning  platforms,  sand 


beaches  and  an  average  summer  water 
temperature  of  76°  make  of  the  lake  an 
ideal  place  to  swim.  Supplementing  the 
lake  is  a  concrete  plunge  50  by  60  feet, 
with  a  graduating  depth,  providing  safety 
for  children  and  novices.  Competent  life 
guards  are  always  at  hand. 

There  is  equipment  for  baseball,  volley- 
ball, horseshoe  pitching,  ping  pong,  cro- 
quet and  tennis.  Two  concrete  surfaced 
double  tennis  courts  have  been  re-finished. 

The  camp  guide  and  naturalist  conducts 
scheduled  hikes  over  the  many  trails. 
There  is  a  small  but  complete  museum  at 
camp  under  his  direction,  the  scope  of 
which  is  to  delight  and  instruct  all  who 
visit  it;  to  display  collections  in  natural 
science,  and  to  stimulate  participation  in 
nature  study.  The  plan  has  developed  into 
a  summer  program  of  activity  as  interest- 
ing in  structure  as  it  is  broadening  in  cul- 
tural scope. 

Riding  is  a  favorite  activity  at  camp 
with  many  trails  to  explore  on  horseback. 
The  Yosemite  guides  and  packers  at  Camp 
Mather's  stables  have  organized  special 
horseback  breakfast  rides  and  evening 
barbecues. 


.  • 
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A  spacious  rustic  lodge  with  huge  fire- 
place and  other  accommodations  serves  as 
an  assembly  hall  where  card  parties,  dances 
and  other  social  activities  of  the  camp  are 
conducted.  Trained  hostesses  see  that  suit- 
able recreation  and  entertainment  pro- 
grams are  provided  and  make  it  their  busi- 
ness to  see  that  every  guest  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  participate  in  things  they  most 
enjoy.  A  well  equipped  first  aid  station 
with  medical  attendant  in  charge  assure 
guests  of  proper  care  in  minor  accidents  or 
illness. 

The  camp  is  primarily  designed  for 
family  groups.  About  two  hundred  and 
seventy  guests  per  day  are  accommodated 
for  a  one  hundred  day  season  at  nominal 
charges.  Cabins  are  furnished  with  cots 
and  mattresses,  wardrobes  and  closets. 
Modern  bath  houses,  laundry  facilities  and 
excellent  meals  are  provided  for  the  guests. 

It  is  kept  in  its  primitive  state  so  far  as 
possible  consistent  with  comfort  and  con- 
venience. While  ample  recreation  and  en- 
tertainment are  provided  for  those  who 
care  to  participate,  they  are  by  no  means 
obtrusive,  and  guests  may  follow  entirely 
their  own  inclinations.  An  ideal  spot  to 
commune  with  nature  in  its  virgin  state 
or  just  simply  to  rest  and  "do  nothing." 


The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  Recreation 
Department  and  its  work.  The  Recreation  De- 
partment appreciates  fully  the  fine  spirit  of  co- 
operation displayed  both  by  municipal  authorities 
and  citizens.  In  addition  to  the  regular  program 
of  operation  the  department  is  generous  in  its 
contribution  of  leadership  services,  equipment 
and  facilities  in  supporting  of  the  broadening 
and  recreational  program  for  the  citizens  of  San 
Francisco.  The  scope  of  Public  Service  rendered 
by  the  Department  is  indicated  by  the  following 
list  of  facts  and  figures  which  show  that 

THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  RECREATION  DEPARTMENT 


EMPLOYS  a  department  personnel  totaling  379  of 
which  26  represent  administrative  and  supervisory 
staff.  In  addition  to  the  Assistant  Superintendent, 
Secretarial  and  Regular  Office  Staff,  special  Super- 
visors head  bureaus  of  Athletics,  Women's  and  Girls' 
activities,  Dramatics,  Music,  Swimming,  Mountain 
Camp,  Business  Management,  Grounds,  Construc- 
tion and  Maintenance  and  Engineering.  The  field  staff 
numbers  236  and  includes  directors-at-large,  play- 
ground directors,  assistants,  substitutes,  and  miscel- 
laneous attendants  at  various  recreation  units. 

OPERATES  throughout  the  year,  after  school,  Sat- 
urdays, Sundays,  holidays  and  during  vacation  pe- 
riods 94  units  including  47  playgrounds,  28  school- 
yards (43  summer  schoolyards),  9  school  gymna- 
siums, 2  swimming  pools,  one  mountain  camp  and 
one  warehouse.  (See  Directory.) 

REPORTS  a  participating  attendance  (fiscal  year 
1937-38)  of  4,440,174  and  963,196  spectators.  That 
the  department  has  experienced  tremendous  growth 
over  the  past  two  decades  is  indicated  by  the  follow- 
ing table  of  total  attendance: 


Fiscal  year  1911-1912 
Fiscal  year  1919-1920 
Fiscal  year  1929-1930 
Fiscal  year  1936-1937 


352,590 
1,052,933 
3,995,659 
5,607,471 


PROVIDES  a  dramatic  department  which  in  1937-38 
supervised  story-telling  to  over  12,000  children;  di- 
rected dramatic  clubs  on  36  grounds  (47,517  attend- 
ing); twenty-one  Drama  groups  interested  10,088 
young  actors;  over  5,000  children  enjoyed  the  con- 
struction and  manipulation  of  puppets,  and,  in  this 
activity  93  programs  were  given  on  city  playgrounds. 
In  the  Little  Theatre  field,  3,429  participants  repre- 
senting 113  groups  presented  126  programs. 

CONDUCTS  a  Junior  Recreation  Museum  at  which 
over  500  children  participate  weekly  in  nature  study 
and  handicraft;  an  Annual  Science  Fair  and  a  Gar- 
dening Project  in  which  4,375  children  were  enrolled 
(1937-38  count). 


ORGANIZES  a  year  round  program  for  Industrial 
inter-firm  and  intra-firm  activity.  Eighty-six  firms 
were  represented  last  year  in  various  tournaments  in 
which  over  8,000  men  and  women  participated  in 
baseball,  softball,  bowling,  table  tennis,  basketball, 
golf,  tennis,  swimming,  volley  ball,  and  tennis. 

PRESENTS  a  summer  series  of  Midsummer  Musi- 
cals at  the  Sigmund  Stern  Recreation  Grove  which 
offers  to  the  citizens  free  of  charge  outstanding  guest 
artists  and  symphony  concerts.  Last  summer  an  aver- 
age of  4,000  citizens  attended  each  Sunday  afternoon, 
50,000  people  enjoying  13  concerts  given  by  a  sea- 
sonal total  of  twenty-three  artists  and  over  600  per- 
formers. The  music  department  presented  over  75 
programs,  36  of  which  were  held  on  city  playgrounds 
for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens. 

AFFORDS  a  self  supporting  mountain  camp  which 
runs  approximately.  100  days  during  the  summer 
months  and  accommodates  over  300  guests  at  an 
average  cost  of  $2.00  per  person. 

ADMINISTERS  Youth  Guidance  through  the  Di- 
rectors-at-Large  who  in  the  past  twelve  months  have 
contacted  over  7300  individuals  and  groups  referred 
to  the  department,  besides  3,834  contacts  in  the 
streets,  and  schools  and  2,829  home  visits.  Total  cases 
handled  (1937-38)  the  Directors-at-Large,  13,978. 

EXTENDS  a  Visual  Recreation  program  to  the  pub- 
lic. One  hundred  thousand  citizens  witnessed  pro- 
grams arranged  by  the  Visual  Recreation  Depart- 
ment, 1937-38. 

OFFERS  some  94  distinct  activities  carried  on  at  dif- 
ferent recreation  units.  The  following  major  classifi- 
cations cover  departmental  activities. 

Athletics 

Music,  Dramatics,  Dancing 

Swimming 

Museum,  Gardening  and  Handicraft 

Visual  Recreation 

Mountain  Camp 


GENERAL  DIRECTORY 

3  70  City  Hall 

Supervised  Playgrounds,  Centers,  Schoolyards,  Gymnasiums,  Units 
WHERE  —  HOW  TO  GET  THERE  —  ACREAGE  —  FACILITIES  —  BUILDINGS 
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Tennis  Courts 
Outdoor  Basketball 
Indoor  Basketball 
Horseshoe  Courts 
Handball  Courts 
Regulation  Baseball 
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Large  Buildings 
Small  Buildings 
Convenient  Stations 
Auditorium 
Showers 

Street  Car 
Service 

1 


Aptos  4.96  2     .  . 

Argonne    83  2       1 

Bay  View   2.80  1      .  . 

Bernal    99  .  .      .  .       1 

Cabrillo     92  1       2       1 

♦Chinese 51  1       1 

Clement  Tennis  Courts       .83  4     .  . 

Crocker-Amazon    42.00  16       2 

Crowley,   Father   6.35  2       1 

Dolores  Horseshoe  Lks.       .40       

Douglass  10.48  1       1 

Drama  Studio 091 

♦Excelsior   1.60  1       1 

♦Folsom 86  2       1 

Fulton   83  1       2       1 

Funston   12.70  4       2 

Gilman    6.99       

Glen  Park 10.423  .  .       1 

Hamilton   4.40  .  .        2 

Hayes  Valley 19 

♦Hayward,  M.  S 4.00  4 

Ingleside  &  Jr.  Museum     2.25 

Jackson    4.41  .  .       1 

Kahn,  Julius 6.03  .  .       4 

Levi  Strauss .25 

♦Michelangelo 43 

♦Mission    1.83  .  .        2 

Noe  Valley  Tennis  Cts.       .92  1       3 

♦North  Beach   2.52  .  .       2 

North  Beach  Annex. .  .       .48 

Ocean  View  10.28  .  .       4 

Portola    4.96  .  .       4 

Potrero  Hill  9.55  .  .       2 

Presidio  Heights 43  1 

Richmond 83  2 

Richmond  Tennis  Cts. .        .83  5     .  . 

Rochambeau 83  1       1 

Rolph,  James,  Jr 2.956  .  .       2       2 

Rossi,  Angelo  J 6.24  13       2 

Sigmund  Stern  Rec.  Gr.  33.456  .  .       2     .  . 

Southside    1.151 

Visitacion  Valley 1.78       

West  Portal   1.89  1     . . 

Wills,  Helen 87  2       1 

Totals 208.327  5     78     44 


1        1 
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2       3       1 
..      .  .       1 


1       8 


1        1 
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2        1 
1        1 


3     58       7     15     28     16 


Aptos  and  Ocean  Avenues 

1     18th  Ave.,  bet.  Geary  and  Anza  Sts. 

1     3rd  and  Armstrong  Sts. 

Moultrie  and  Jarboe  Sts.,  nr.  Cortland  Ave 

38th  Ave.,  near  Cabrillo  Street 

1     Sacramento  St.  bet.  Stockton  &  Waverly  PI. 

1  .  .  30th  Ave.,  near  Clement  Street 

1     .  .       1  Geneva  Avenue  and  Moscow  Street 

1  1  7th  and  Harrison  Streets 

1     .  .      .  .  25th  and  Mission  Streets 

1     26th  and  Douglass  Streets 

1     .  .  2435  Sacramento  St.  near  Webster  Street 

1      .  .  Russia  and  Madrid  Streets 

1      21st  and  Folsom  Streets 

27th  Avenue  and  Fulton  Street 

....       1       1  Chestnut  and  Buchanan  Streets 

1     .  .      .  .  Gilman  and  Griffith  Streets 

....        1       1  Chenery  and  Elk  Streets 

1     Geary  and  Scott  Streets 

Hayes  and  Buchanan  Streets 

1     Golden  Gate  Ave.  and  Gough  Street 

600  Ocean  Avenue 

....        1       1  17th  and  Carolina  Streets 

1      Presidio  Reservation 

14th  and  Valencia  Streets 

1     .  .  Greenwich  Street,  near  Jones  Street 

1     .  .      ...       1  19th  and  Angelica  Streets 

1     .  .      .  .  24th  and  Douglass  Streets 

1     .  .      .  .       1  Lombard  and  Mason  Streets 

555  Chestnut  Street 

1  Plymouth  Avenue  and  Lobos  Street 

1  Felton  and  Holyoke  Streets 

1  . .  22nd  and  Arkansas  Streets 

1      Clay  Street  near  Walnut  Street 

1     18th  Ave.  bet.  Lake  and  California  Streets 

18th  Ave.  bet.  Clement  and  California  Sts. 

24th  Ave.,  bet.  Lake  and  California  Streets 

1  Potrero  Avenue  and  Army  Street 

Arguello  Boulevard  and  Edward  Street 

19th  Avenue  and  Sloat  Boulevard 

7th  and  Bryant  Streets 

1     Cora  and  Leland  Streets 

Ulloa  Street  and  Lenox  Way 

1      Broadway  and  Larkin  Streets 

15       6       6     10 


12,  K 

1,  2,  31,  B 

16,  29 

9 

5,  B 

F,  Sacramento  Cable 

C,  1,2 

Crocker-Amazon  Bus 

19,  25,  33,  27 

12,  14,  24 

Castro  Cable 

22,  Sacramento  Cable 

12,  14,  18 

36 

5,  B 

F.  H 

16,  29 

10,  26 

B,  C 
21,  23 
5,  31 
12 

22 

3 

9 

F,  19,  Powell  Cable 

9.  10,  26 

11 

E,  F,  Powell  Cable,  15 

E,  F,  Powell  Cable.  15 

M,  26 

25,  Silver  Ave.  Bus 

Southern  Heights  Bus 

3 

C,  1,  2 
C,  1,2 

C,  1,  2 
H,  25 
B,  C,  31 
12,  17,  K 
19,  25,  33.  27 
16,  29 

K.L 

D,  H,  19 


♦Lighted  for  night  use. 

Opening  Hours 

Closing  Hours 

Holidays 
Vacation 
Saturdays 

Sundays 

February 

March-Sept. 

October 

Nov. -Jan. 

Municipal  Playgrounds 12  Noon 

5:30 

5:30 

10:00 

6:00 

6:00 

Closed 

5:30 

5:30 

10:00 

5:00 

5:00 

10:00 

10:00-6:00 

10:00-6:00 

Closed 

10:00-6:00 

Schoolyard   Playgrounds 3  P.  M. 

Night  Gymnasiums 7  P.  M. 

Closed 
Closed 

MISCELLANEOUS  UNITS —  SPECIAL  FACILITIES 
Swimming  Pools:  The  department  maintains  two  open  air  pools. 
Mission  Playground  Pool  at  19th  and  Angelica  Streets,  and  North 
Beach  Pool  at  Lombard  and  Mason  Streets.  Continuous  chlori- 
nation  and  filtering  render  pure  water.  Efficient  life  guard  service 
<tt  all  times.  Classes  conducted  by  the  department.  Pools  open 
daily  from  10  to  4  p.  m.  Children  under  18  years  of  age  are 
eligible. 
Bocci  Ball:  Equipment  and  courts  located  at  North  Beach  Annex. 
Lawn  Bowling  Greens:  Sigmund  Stern  Recreation  Grove. 


Driving  Courts:  Six  driving  courts  available  at  Funston  Play- 
ground. Also  a  putting  green  for  golf  enthusiasts. 

Archery  Courts:  Sigmund  Stern  Recreation  Grove. 

Blind  Baseball:  Equipment  and  field  at  Jackson  Playground. 

Cricket:  Field  set-up  at  Julius  Kahn  Playground. 

Gardening:  Working  materials  and  garden  plots  at  Junior  Recrea- 
tion Museum,  600  Ocean  Avenue. 

Mountain  Camp:  Camp  Mather,  at  Mather,  Tuolumne  County, 
California. 

Warehouse:  Located  at  150  Hampshire  Street,  City. 
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